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The Chair Group of Agricultural Production and Resource Economics at the TUM School of 

Life Sciences Weihenstephan and the TUM School of Management offers a: 

 

Ph.D. Student Position in Agricultural and Applied Economics 

 

starting at the earliest April 1, 2019. Initial appointment will be 1.5 years with the possibility of 

extension. Salary is in accordance with the German State Regulated Public Salary Scale (TV-L 

E13 2/3) 

Tasks 

The successful candidate is expected to actively engage in an international project on agricul-

tural value chain financing of climate-smart agriculture (CSA) technologies in India funded by 

the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and supported in partnership 

by the CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security in South 

Asia (CCAFS). The core aspects include (i) identifying the key CSA technologies based on their 

contributions to farm productivity and efficiency, (ii) developing schemes for agricultural value 

chain financing in India and South Asia, respectively, and (iii) proposing effective solutions for 

supporting the adoption of such CSA technologies. 

 

Qualifications 

The applicant should possess:  

 an excellent university degree in economics, applied economics (e.g. agricultural and re-

source economics, supply chain management, agribusiness management), or related disci-

plines; 

 strong analytical skills with a focus on quantitative data analysis (e.g. econometrics, statis-

tics) as well as qualitative approaches (e.g. in-depth interviewing, survey design, stakeholder 

analysis); 

 knowledge of theories for horizontal/vertical collaboration in value chains (e.g. transaction 

cost economics, collective action, etc.) and skills in systematic analysis of value chain dy-

namics; 

 experience (or interest) in research on India and other South Asian countries; 

 an interest in teaching; 

 excellent spoken and written English.  

We offer 

The Chair of Agricultural Production and Resource Economics offers a stimulating work envi-

ronment that promotes individual creativity and effective teamwork. More information about the 

group is available: http://pur.wzw.tum.de 
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Application 

Please send a cover letter that explains how this position fits with your experiences and goals, 

curriculum vitae, list of references and copies of key documents (transcripts, degree certificates) 

in a single PDF to the head of the chair group, Professor Johannes Sauer (jo.sauer@tum.de) 

by 1st of February 2019. For additional information on the project and the position, please contact 

Terese Rutkowski (terese.rutkowski@tum.de).  

 

As part of the Excellence Initiative of the German federal and state governments, TUM has been 

pursuing the strategic goal of substantially increasing the diversity of its staff. As an equal op-

portunity and affirmative action employer, TUM explicitly encourages nominations of and appli-

cations from women as well as from all others who would bring additional diversity dimensions 

to the university’s research and teaching strategies. Preference will be given to disabled candi-

dates with essentially the same qualifications. 
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